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PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE BY CREATING A CONNECTED CITY!

DISCOVERY WALK
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Central Station
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Annenberg Plaza

Gonda Building

CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY...
• to the outdoors
• from Mayo and 2nd Street to Soldiers Field Park
• through improved public transportation
• with new pedestrian friendly public spaces
• with a new and improved trail system - City Loop
• to the Zumbro River

Future BRT line

One & Two Discovery 
Square Buildings

Heart of the City: Phase 1

Discovery Walk

City Loop Trail

People’s Food Co-op

Soldiers Field Park

UMR and 
Recreation

Downtown
Waterfront
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FRANKLIN 
ENERGY 
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ZUMBRO RIVER

1. Feel like a park

2. Be flexible for access + events

3. Promote health + wellness + innovation

4.  Connect Soldiers Field, Heart of the City, 
Mayo Clinic, and 2nd Street

5. Provide a unique program + experience

6. Be accessible and inclusive to everyone

7. Support future development

DISCOVERY WALK WILL... 
PROJECT GOALS

DISCOVERY WALK



View of 2nd Ave looking south from 5th St

DISCOVERY WALK HAS A LANDSCAPE THAT CELEBRATES THE LOCAL ECOLOGY 
WHILE PROVIDING PLACES TO SIT, DINE, WALK, AND CONNECT WITH EACH OTHER.

DISCOVERY WALK



DISCOVERY WALK BUILDS UPON INVESTMENT IN A NEW INNOVATION DISTRICT, 
PROVIDING A NETWORK OF OUTDOOR WORK AND PLAY SPACES TO SUPPORT 
THOSE WHO WORK AND VISIT.

View of 2nd Ave looking north from 5th St
DISCOVERY WALK



DISCOVERY WALK CREATES A NEW CENTRAL FOOD TRUCK PLAZA FEATURING 
LOCAL CUISINE AND UNIQUE OUTDOOR PUBLIC DINING SPACES SURROUNDED BY 
GARDENS. 

View of 2nd Ave looking north from 4th St
DISCOVERY WALK



INVESTING IN A NEW NETWORK OF UNDERGROUND SERVICES TO MAKE 
THE CITY RUN.

View of 2nd Ave looking south from 2nd St

ELECTRICAL DUCT BANKS
STORMWATER STRUCTURES
SANITARY SEWER
TELECOMMUNICATIONS / FIBER OPTICS
HOT AND CHILLED WATER
ELECTRIC SUPPLY LINES
GAS LINES
SNOW MELT SYSTEM

DISCOVERY WALK



DISCOVERY WALK

75% 
OF 

COST

70% 
OF 

TIME

25% 
OF 

COST

30% 
OF 

TIME

PROJECT COST AND TIME ARE LIKE ICEBERGS...



DISCOVERY WALK I COMMUNITY C0-DESIGNERS

DISCOVERY WALK

• Represent diverse communities

• Develop ideas for inclusive design  

• Develop ideas for inclusive programming

• Ensure accessible and welcoming spaces 

• Create unique experiences

• Create a sense of cultural belonging

• Create places that encourage health

ROCHESTER IS MODELING A NEW AND INFORMED DESIGN PROCESS BY 
COLLABORATING WITH A TALENTED AND KNOWLEDGABLE TEAM OF 
LOCAL CO-DESIGNERS.

Communty engagements with the broader community and the stakeholder group have informed the project 
since it started in 2017.
DISCOVERY WALK



Zoe Cinel
Zoe Cinel is an interdisciplinary artist and curator. Her interdisciplinary art practice is relational, participatory, and political and uses art to 

help people feel ownership of the public sphere, with the ultimate goal to connect them.

Cinel's background is in industrial design and fine arts, while her most current work focuses on public art, performance, new media, and 

deals with issues around global migration, multicultural identity and national borders. She often works collaboratively in her hometown, 

Florence, Italy, and in the US, as part of the artist collective CarryOn Homes. 

Cinel is used to living life on the virtual edge. “We exist in a world that is augmented constantly by the presence of screens,” she said. “We 

don’t even notice them anymore — it’s just something we have to deal with.” To her, screens have become an element of the human urban 

landscape and the way people interact. She uses technology to stay in touch with friends and family back in Italy. For her, reclaiming 

technology is a community-building tool — and it all infiltrates her practice. Cinel is currently teaching live performance and digital media at 

Carleton College. She’s also working on “Can’t Take My Eyes Out of You,” a campy short film about the surveillance of screens, set to the 

tune of “Can’t Take My Eyes Off of You.” In the film, instead of having real objects in space, she’s going to real places and putting 

augmented-reality objects there — computer screens pop up on tree branches, for example. Eventually, people will be able to go to the 

actual locations and view scenes from the movie through the augmented-reality app Aero.

Sophia Chai
Sophia Chai is a Korean-American artist based in Rochester, MN. Chai received her M.F.A. in photography from the University of Illinois at 

Chicago and her B.A. in chemistry from the University of Chicago. Before relocating to Rochester in 2017 from Brooklyn, Chai has shown 

her work at various venues in New York City, including Trestle Projects, The Bronx Museum of the Arts, The Knockdown Center, A.I.R. 

Gallery, and TSA Gallery amongst others. Her last solo show was at 106 Green Gallery in Brooklyn, New York in 2016. Chai is a 2019 

recipient of the SEMAC (Southeastern Minnesota Arts Council) grant for advancing artists and a 2019/20 MCAD-Jerome Foundation Fellow 

for Early Career Artists.

As a teenager I immigrated to the US from South Korea with my family and having to negotiate different languages and cultural barriers at 

that adolescent age has been a significant experience in shaping my identity. The feelings of contradiction, confusion, and ambivalence that 

my work can incite can be seen as a metaphor for that unsettling experience. I have always made my work out of a need to communicate 

what is not possible in words. What compels me to photography is the interplay, or push and pull, between what one can control vs. the 

incidental. While the initial experience for the viewer of my work may be the illusory effect of the photograph, I am more interested in letting 

the viewer seeing the process with which how the photographs are made. Moreover, the photographs are enlarged to a size that 

approximates the actual scale, thus allowing all the marks of the hand to be visible and palpable.

AYUB HAJI OMAR 
I am a multicultural artist with a wide perspective on a lot of matters, from religion to 

immigration. I have traveled the world and been all over the place, experiencing different 

cultures, customs and ways of life. It really gave me an idea of how people are living outside of 

the United States and gave me a sense of where I fit in the world. It added a lot to my 

personality and the way I perceive the world and everything around me. It made me more 

conscientious, caring, and more confident and aware. Which, by default, changed the way I 

make art.

I try to be a voice for those who are being silenced through injustice. I address topics that 

people misinterpret. I try to show people that some of their fears are artificial, but some are 

strikingly true. As an artist, I try to bridge the gap between the misunderstood and those who try 

to understand them.

Zoe Cinel

Originally from Italy, Zoe is an 
interdisciplinary artist and curator. Her 
interdisciplinary art practice is relational, 
participatory, and political and uses art to 
help people feel ownership of the public 
sphere, with the ultimate goal to connect 
them.

Sophia Chai

Shaped by her experience immigrating 
to the U.S. from South Korea as a 
teenager as well as years in New York, 
Sophia’s work often explores these 
feelings of contradiction, confusion, 
and ambivalence as a metaphor for that 
unsettling experience.

Ayub HajiOmar

Ayub is a multicultural artist particularly 
influenced by his background and travels. 
As an artist, he tries to bridge the gap 
between the misunderstood and those 
who try to understand them.

LOCAL ARTISTS WITH GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES CREATE INTEGRATED PUBLIC ART.

DISCOVERY WALK



Art:  POEMS IN THE PARK, by Ayub HajiOmar

ARTIST STATEMENT:
Using language and light, Poems in the Park is a collection of uplifting poems that creates a dialogue with those passing by.

DISCOVERY WALK



                                  SEATING:  65 LF
               LANDSCAPING:  7,000 SF  

                 PUBLIC SPACE:  2,000 SF
                                    TREES:  39 

WEATHER SHELTER AREAS:  0 SF 

SEATING: 1,000+ LF
LANDSCAPING:  28,000 SF
PUBLIC SPACE:  30,000 SF
TREES:  300+
WEATHER SHELTER:  2,800 SF

EXISTING                                             PROPOSED

View of existing 2nd Ave looking north View of proposed 2nd Ave looking north 
DISCOVERY WALK

THE DISCOVERY WALK TRANSFORMATION WILL PROMOTE WELLNESS, THE LOCAL 
ENVIRONMENT, AND OUR UNIQUE COMMUNITY.



• Glass roof protects from rain and 
snow

• Wood screen to provide dappled 
shade

• Cooling system during the summer

• Heaters during the winter

• Integrated bench seating

• Swings (tethered) for fun!

• Integrated lighting

• Power outlets (work outside!)

DISCOVERY WALK

DISCOVERY WALK PROVIDES A SERIES OF WEATHER SHELTERS THAT EXTEND THE 
LENGTH OF TIME PEOPLE WILL WORK, DINE, AND PLAY OUTDOORS TOGETHER.



CONNECTING DISCOVERY WALK TO SOLDIERS FIELD AND THE ZUMBRO RIVER 
THROUGH NEW GARDENS AND LOCAL ART INSTALLATIONS.

View of Soldiers Field Park looking south from 6th St 
DISCOVERY WALK

CONCEPTUAL DESIGN



SNOW MELT SYSTEMS MAKE PUBLIC SPACES SAFE AND SUSTAINABLE

DISCOVERY WALK

• Create safer sidewalk 
conditions for all & maintains 
ADA accessible routes

• Reduces salt and chemical 
pollution from ending up in the 
Zumbro River

• Sidewalks last longer

• Healthier for plants in the 
streetscape
Proposed snow melt in Discovery Walk

Existing snow melt in Rochester

Gonda

One and 
Two DS

6th Street

4th Street

2nd Street



DISCOVERY WALK

POSSIBLE PROJECT INCLUSIONS
Soldiers Field North Connects Discovery 
Walk to the Zumbro River

Snow melt in sidewalks create a safer and 
environmentally friendly tomorrow

Weather shelters for outdoor work 
and play through all seasons



DISCOVERY WALK TIMELINE

DISCOVERY WALK

 Apr      May      Jun       Jul        Aug       Sep       Oct        Nov        Dec        Jan        Feb        Mar        Apr    May      Jun       Jul        Aug       
2020

18 weeks

APPROVALS & PROCESS                                                                                                                                                                                              

50%DD 75%CD

4 wks
to summer 2022

20 weeks

Board Approvals for CDs Council Approval for Bidding

Bid Award

2021

Development & Documentation

2015 - DMC Development Plan adopted
2017 - Approval for Discovery Walk Schematic Design Phase
2018 - Discovery Walk Schematic Design Phase approved
2019 - Approval for Discovery Walk to progress to Design Development - Bidding phases
2020 - Design Development began

Construction Documentation

Bidding

Construction

Communications / Engagement

Cost Estimating 

2023

Since 2015 the DMCC Board and City of Rochester have collaborated to create the vision and funding 
for Discovery Walk to become a reality.

DISCOVERY WALK

SCHEDULE




